
Fremont MOVE 
(Making Opportunity for a Viable Economy) 

 

½ % Economic Development Tax 
 

 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 
 
The goal of Fremont County’s ½ % Program is to reinvest one-half percent sales tax funds back into the 
Fremont County economy, by providing funding programs to its businesses.  Fremont County’s businesses 
are its lifeblood, and it is vital that the economic development sales tax is reinvested to continue growth and 
prosperity. 
 
The actual ballot initiative language reads: 
 
“Shall the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Fremont, State of Wyoming, be authorized to impose 
an excise tax for economic development of one-half percent (½ %) upon retail sales of tangible personal 
property, admissions and services made within the county as defined by Wyoming state statutes, the purpose of 
which is for economic development.  Economic Development shall be defined as any project that retains or 
increased (sic) employment, and/or results in a net gain of money into the community.  Thirty percent (30%) of 
the net proceeds of the tax shall be used to support transportation infrastructure such as commercial air service 
and ground transportation: (sic) the remaining seventy percent (70%) will be allocated to the County and 6 
Municipalities based on population to manage and invest in economic development projects of their choosing.  
Economic Development projects on the Wind River Indian Reservation are eligible for county allocation.  If 
passed, the tax shall become effective March 1st, 2021 (which is per state statute April 1st, 2021), (sic) and as 
provided by W.S. 39-15-203(a)(v)(C) the same proposition shall be submitted at the general election in 2024.” 
 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 
Any Fremont County business and/or organization are eligible to apply.  Submitted applications will be 
reviewed for thoroughness and completeness.  An incomplete application will be sent back to the applicant 
and will be ineligible for that quarter’s awards.  Applications are the way to explain the economic 
development merit of the project and how it will benefit Fremont County. 
 
 

PROCESS 
 
The ½ % Program applications can be submitted quarterly and are eligible for only one award per fiscal 
year. 
 
Application due dates will be set by the committee on an annual basis. 
 

• Q1 Awards (likely in August) 
• Q2 Awards (likely in November) 
• Q3 Awards (likely in February) 
• Q4 Awards (likely in May) 

 
Funds must be expended within 12 months of award.  A one-time six-month extension can be requested for 
approval by the Board of Fremont County Commissioners.  Requests for extension must be submitted at least 
30 days prior to the project deadline.  Failure to do so may result in forfeit of funding and the requirement 
that funds allocated previously on the project may be required to be repaid to the ½ % Program.  Any 



awards that are not utilized within twelve months (or eighteen months if previously approved for a six-
month extension), will be surrendered back to the ½ % Program account. 
 
Applicant must complete and submit an application, cost estimates and multiple bids. 
 
The application will be vetted by the ½ % Committee for completeness and economic development merit.  
The ½ % Committee will make a recommendation for funding approval or denial to the Board of Fremont 
County Commissioners, who shall have the final determination regarding funding distribution.  Applicants 
will be notified of the Board’s decision following the Board meeting via e-mail or phone call. 
 
Construction projects are expected to show multiple bids for the project.  Local bids receive preference.  If 
local bids cannot be received, the applicant must prove that local bids were sought. 
 
Examples of economic development include, but are not limited to: 

• Job creation 
• Expansion into new markets 
• Increased payroll 
• Increased sales tax revenue 
• Improvement to quality of life, as long as it leads back to the ballot initiative language  

 
 

PROJECT FUNDING 
 
The Fremont County ½ % Committee will evaluate and recommend an amount of funding, if any, and suggest 
priorities for projects to be funded.  The Board of Fremont County Commissioners will make the final 
determination of funding and prioritization. 

• A fifty percent (50%) match of the total project cost is preferred 
• Project may receive less funding than amount requested in application 
• All documents presented are subject to the Wyoming Public Records Act 
• Applications may be reviewed quarterly, subject to fund availability.  Projects not funded in a 

quarter can be carried over to the next funding cycle, using the same paperwork if nothing has 
changed, unless determined by the Board of Fremont County Commissioners that the project is 
not a fundable project. 

• The Board of Fremont County Commissioners reserves the right to make final determination on 
all funding. 

 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
We understand that we can’t name each and every type of project that could be eligible for funding.  Our 
determination will be in accordance with the spirit of the voter initiative that was approved in November 
2020. 
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